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The Florida Orchestra Goes All In with Tampa Bay Lightning
PartnershipEnhances Game Experience and Encourages

Teamwork and Commitment to Community 
ST. PETERSBURG, FL (September 19, 2011) – Following the announcements of new, lower ticket prices and asignificant multi-year cultural exchange with Cuba, The Florida Orchestra is pleased to announce an annual partnership with the Tampa Bay Lightning that brings together two of Tampa Bay’s greatest assets.
The partnership will feature the production of a new Tampa Bay Lightning theme song,“Be The Thunder,” performed by the Orchestra, as well as several events focusing on the Orchestra and Lightning’s commitment to youth programs, teamwork and improving the community in which they serve.

The unlikely symphony/hockey pairing is just one element of the team’s new branding initiative.  It was announced earlier this year that a $40 million-plus facility facelift and other improvements have been designed to provide a dynamic signature experience for the fans.  “When (owner and chairman) Jeff Vinik and I walked the building over a year ago, there was a great gap between what the building offered and what our vision was for it to look like,” Lightning CEO Tod Leiweke said. “There was a lot of work to do, but we felt that offering our guests the very best in services and experiences was fundamental in building a world class organization.”

To further enhance the fan experience, on September 22 The Florida Orchestra will team up with renowned composer, Gregory Smith, to record the new theme song commissioned by the Tampa Bay Lightning. Smith has produced several sports teams’signature tunes as well as various works for Disney and numerous professional orchestras around the world. The Florida Orchestra will participate in this ground-breaking partnership by recording the music; the final product will be played during each Lightning home game for the upcoming season.
The Orchestra will also unite with Tampa Bay’s NHL team to promote the importance of teamwork during a free educational youth concert program on October 19to be held at the St. Pete Times Forum. The Orchestra, led by guest conductor Daniel Boico, will perform several symphonic pieces geared toward elementary-age children.  Tampa Bay Lightning players and team mascot ThunderBug will also be on hand to interact with young fans and stress the importance of working as a team. Several thousand Tampa Bay area students will be invited to this fun and exciting event as part of The Florida Orchestra’s annual music education program.
-more-
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This new partnership will include an opportunity for Lightning fans to attend an orchestra concert this season through the distribution of complimentary ticket vouchers to season ticket holders.  “The Florida Orchestra is proud to partner with a community-minded organization such as the Tampa Bay Lightning,” stated TFO Marketing Committee Chairman Will Keller. “We are excited to use music as a way of communicating the importance of teamwork to hockey and orchestra fans alike.”
The Florida Orchestra’s partnership with the Tampa Bay Lightning is an important part of its dedication to the community and providing world-class music for the entire Tampa Bay area. The Orchestra hopes to enhance Lightning fans’ experience by providing an immersive musical environment to encourage a great game of hockey, while introducing new fans to the power of live symphonic music.
About The Florida Orchestra

Performing nearly 100 concerts annually in the tri-city area of Tampa, Clearwater, and St. Petersburg, The Florida Orchestra is recognized as Tampa Bay's leading performing arts institution, one of the leading professional symphony orchestras in Florida, and one of the most vibrant orchestras in the United States. With live performances including the St. Petersburg Times Masterworks, Raymond James Pops, Coffee Concerts, Progress Energy Morning Masterworks, as well as Youth Concerts and Free Pops in the Park Concerts, The Florida Orchestra offers a vast scope of concerts each year.The mission of The Florida Orchestra is to enrich the life of the Tampa Bay area as it inspires, entertains and educates a wide and diverse audience with the unique experience of live symphonic music, ensuring that future generations will continue to enjoy this legacy that so magnificently celebrates the human spirit.

About the Tampa Bay Lightning
Purchased in March, 2010 by Jeff Vinik, the National Hockey League's Tampa Bay Lightning are in the midst of a complete on and off the ice transformation. Led by Chief Executive Officer Tod Leiweke and General Manager Steve Yzerman, the Lightning shocked the hockey world in the 2010-11 season, advancing within one game of the Stanley Cup Finals. When purchasing the Lightning, Vinik pledged to make the organization world class and he has done just that, inspiring an on-the-ice turnaround while also pledging $10 million in grants to Tampa Bay community heroes and their representative non-profits, $40 million for a renovation to the St. Pete Times Forum and the finest in customer service for Lightning fans. The Lightning's 2011-12 regular season begins on October 7. 
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