For Immediate Release
CONTACTS:  
Henry Adams







Patrick Harrison

hadams@FloridaOrchestra.org




Patrick@Paradiseadv.com

727.362.5441







727.821.5155 x110
         

The Florida Orchestra Brings Music to Shoppers
TFO and International Plaza Team Up for Mall’s 10th Anniversary Year
ST. PETERSBURG, FL (September 1, 2011) – Following the announcements of the fantastic 2011/2012 season opening this fall, lower ticket prices and a cultural exchange with Cuba, The Florida Orchestra (TFO) is pleased to announce a new partnership with International Plaza and Bay Street in Tampa. 
The partnership is a yearlong, multi-faceted marketing program beginning with the high-end shopping center’s 10th anniversary celebration on Fashion’s Night Out. Bringing the extraordinary sounds of the symphony to International Plaza’s Anniversary celebration, musicians will perform on September 8 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at three different locations throughout the mall. The orchestra’s partnership with International Plaza during this celebration aims to showcase many different styles of music including steel drums, a string quartet and a solo violinist among the various stores and festivities of the evening.  

Another key element of the partnership features oversize, artistic photographs of the orchestra’s principal musicians in the St. Petersburg Times’ Gallery Hallway located on the lower level of International Plaza. This exhibition, which will be on display for nearly a year, presents the work of photographer Bruce Evensen of Thomas Bruce Studio. Truly a labor of love, Evensen provided his time and talent as a contribution to the orchestra.

This new partnership also introduces the availability of concert tickets through Ticketmaster’s flagship location at the Concierge Desk at International Plaza. Throughout the season, all of the St. Petersburg Times Masterworks and Raymond James Pops performances will be available to purchase at this Ticketmaster location. 
Additionally, throughout the 2011/2012 Florida Orchestra season, International Plaza and Bay Street will be offering mall patrons a pair of free orchestra tickets just by shopping through their gift-with-purchase incentive program. The orchestra hopes this promotional offer will attract new patrons to concerts and expose them to the memorable experience of a live symphonic concert performance.
“We are proud to partner with International Plaza in their 10th anniversary year,” stated Will Keller, TFO Marketing Committee Chair.  “Broadening our audience base is a primary objective for the orchestra.  By exposing the quality and variety of our music to International Plaza patrons, we will continue to bring new audiences into our concert halls.”
The partnership with International Plaza and Bay Street comes at a very exciting time for The Florida Orchestra. New, lower ticket prices for the upcoming season were recently announced, allowing music lovers to experience the orchestra for as little as $15, $30 and $45 per concert, or “Compose Your Own” series for just $25 per ticket (3 or more concerts).  The Florida Orchestra performs at the Straz Center for the Arts in Tampa, the Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg, and Ruth Eckerd Hall in Clearwater.  For concert details and to purchase tickets, visit www.FloridaOrchestra.org. 





About The Florida Orchestra
Performing nearly 100 concerts annually in the tri-city area of Tampa, Clearwater, and St. Petersburg, The Florida Orchestra is recognized as Tampa Bay's leading performing arts institution, one of the leading professional symphony orchestras in Florida, and one of the premier and most vibrant orchestras in the Southeastern United States. Music Director Stefan Sanderling works constantly to raise the artistic standard and motivate the musicians to their full potential and beyond.

The mission of The Florida Orchestra is to enrich the life of the Tampa Bay area as it inspires, entertains and educates a wide and diverse audience with the unique experience of live symphonic music, ensuring that future generations will continue to enjoy this legacy that so magnificently celebrates the human spirit.
About International Plaza and Bay Street
International Plaza and Bay Street is the leading shopping and dining destination of Florida’s West Coast. International Plaza is an enclosed, two-story shopping center with an adjacent outdoor lifestyle center located at 2223 North West Shore Blvd. in Tampa, Fla. (on the southeast edge of the Tampa International Airport). It features 200 specialty stores and 15 restaurants, plus Neiman Marcus, Nordstrom, Dillard’s and Renaissance Tampa International Plaza Hotel. Shopping hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. Restaurant hours vary. For additional information, call 813-342-3790 or log on to www.shopinternationalplaza.com.
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