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The Florida Orchestra Announces Symphonic Rock Concerts
Dennis DeYoung: The Music of Styx – Feb. 24
Michael Cavanaugh in Concert: The Music of Billy Joel and More! – May 4

Tickets Go On Sale Monday, Nov. 28

ST. PETERSBURG, FL -- Following tribute concerts in recent seasons to the music of Queen, Pink Floyd and Led Zeppelin, The Florida Orchestra (TFO) has announced that it will perform two special symphonic rock concerts this season.   Founding member of Styx Dennis DeYoung and his band join forces with the orchestra for “Dennis DeYoung: The Music of Styx” with The Florida Orchestra on Friday, February 24, at 8 p.m. at Ruth Eckerd Hall.   Acclaimed star of Billy Joel’s Broadway musical Movin’ Out  Michael Cavanaugh takes center stage with the orchestra for “Michael Cavanaugh in Concert: The Music of Billy Joel and More! “ with The Florida Orchestra on Friday, May 4, at 8 p.m. at the Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater.     
The Eagle, 107.3 FM, is the proud media sponsor of these unique concerts blending the artistry and symphonic sound of musicians of The Florida Orchestra with the music of these classic rock icons.   Tickets for both concerts go on sale to the general public on Monday, November 28.  Ticket prices are $45, $65 & $85 for the Dennis DeYoung concert and $35, $55 & $75 for the Music of Billy Joel concert.   Tickets are available online at www.floridaorchestra.org or through The Florida Orchestra ticket center at 727.892.3337 or 1.800.662.7286, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 pm. 
Dennis DeYoung: The Music of Styx 
with The Florida Orchestra
Friday, February 24, 2012 at 8 p.m.
Ruth Eckerd Hall 

In this concert titled “Dennis DeYoung: The Music Of Styx” with The Florida Orchestra, founding member of Styx Dennis DeYoung showcases the greatest hits spanning the 70's, 80's, and 90's with his six-member band and The Florida Orchestra.  This symphonic rock spectacular includes all eight top top ten hits, including Lady, Babe, Come Sail Away, Too Much Time On My Hands, Grand Illusion, Renegade, Blue Collar Man, Suite Madame Blue, Rockin’ The Paradise and many more.   As a founding member of Styx, Dennis DeYoung wrote and sang lead on seven of the band's eight top ten hits.   With one of the most recognizable voices in the music world today, in addition to being a legendary singer, he is also recognized as a songwriter, keyboardist, composer and record producer with a career spanning over 40 years.   DeYoung’s rock band members include Suzanne DeYoung on vocals, Tom Sharpe on drums, August Zadra on lead guitar and vocals, Jimmy Leahey on lead guitar and vocals, John Blasucci on keyboards and Craig Carter on bass and vocals.  
The concert is Friday, February 24, at 8 p.m. at Ruth Eckerd Hall in Clearwater.   Ticket are $45, $65 & $85 and are available online at www.floridaorchestra.org and through The Florida Orchestra ticket center at 727.892.3337 and  1.800.662.7286, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Michael Cavanaugh in Concert: The Music of Billy Joel and More! 
with The Florida Orchestra
Friday, May 4, 2012, at 8 p.m.
Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater
Hailed by The New York Times as simply “amazing,” piano man and singer Michael Cavanaugh belts out such show-stopping Billy Joel classics such as Movin’ Out, Just the Way You Are, It’s Still Rock and Roll to Me, New York State of Mind, We Didn’t Start the Fire, Piano Man, My Life, You Might Be Right, Tell Her About It, She’s Got a Way, Uptown Girl and more.

Among Michael Cavanaugh’s many accolades, Variety calls him “brilliant” and Billboard Magazine calls him “The New Voice of the American Rock & Roll Songbook.”  His reputation as a charismatic performer, musician and actor are due in part to his acclaimed role at both the piano and in lead vocals in the Broadway musical Movin’ Out featuring the songs of Billy Joel.   In fact, Cavanaugh was handpicked by Billy Joel to star in the title role in the musical showcasing a style rivaling the Piano Man himself.  Cavanaugh appeared in the show for three years in over 1,200 performances, receiving one rave review after another, which culminated in 2003 with both Grammy and Tony award nominations.  His numerous engagements since cover such diverse venues as famed Las Vegas showrooms to the concert halls of the Cincinnati Pops, Indianapolis Symphony, Kansas City Symphony and Baltimore Symphony, among others.
The concert is Friday, May 4, at 8 p.m. at the Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg.   Ticket are $35, $55 & $75 and are available online at www.floridaorchestra.org and through The Florida Orchestra ticket center at 727.892.3337 or 1.800.662.7286, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
# # #
In addition to the Special Concerts, The Florida Orchestra presents the 14-concert St. Petersburg Times Masterworks series and the 8-concert Raymond James Pops series, both of which are performed in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Clearwater. It also has three morning concert series:  a 7-concert Coffee Concert series in St. Petersburg, a 3-concert Coffee Concert series in Clearwater, and a new 3-concert Progress Energy Morning Masterworks series in St. Petersburg.  In addition, the orchestra performs a variety of free Pops in the Park concerts performed in parks around the Tampa Bay area, and the Youth Concerts reaching thousands of 4th and 5th graders annually.

