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The Florida Orchestra Announces 2011/2012 Season:

Great Music Now More Affordable
See attached separate releases on Masterworks, Raymond James Pops and Coffee Concerts
ST. PETERSBURG, FL -- The Florida Orchestra (TFO) announced today its programming for the upcoming season of Masterworks, Raymond James Pops, and Coffee Series concerts.  Marking its 44th season next year, TFO performs October through May throughout the Bay area, with concerts most weekends at the Straz Center for the Performing Arts in Tampa (Fridays), the Progress Energy Center for the Arts, Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg (Saturdays) and Ruth Eckerd Hall in Clearwater (Sundays).  This season also marks the introduction of lower prices, making Tampa Bay’s orchestra more accessible than ever.
Masterworks

Under the leadership of Music Director, Stefan Sanderling, TFO’s Masterworks series will kick off the season with the powerful Carmina Burana, and will feature 14 different classical music programs ranging from grand symphonies to intimate concertos.  Composers such as Beethoven, Mozart, Tchaikovsky, Mahler, Shostakovich and Prokofiev are included on this season of magnificent live symphonic performances.  Featured appearances of The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay and world-renowned guest artists and conductors will also be performing with TFO.  See attached release for details.
Raymond James Pops

The Raymond James Pops series gets off to an exciting start with Cirque de la Symphonie, which is back by popular demand.  Another Pops series highlight next season pays tribute to the velvet voice of the one-and-only Frank Sinatra, while another celebrates the rock ‘n roll side of Broadway musicals.  Including a total of eight different concert programs, the Raymond James Pops series will be bringing some of the country’s most talented conductors and guest vocalists to the Tampa Bay area.  See attached release for details.
Coffee Concerts

After a year of expansion, the Coffee Concert Series returns with weekday matinee performances in both St. Petersburg and Clearwater.  For the 2011/2012 season, TFO introduces a new Coffee Series Conductor, Tony Award winner Stuart Malina.  These morning concerts of light classics continue to be a popular draw, and include complimentary coffee and Krispy Kreme doughnuts before the concert, along with lively pre-concert conversations with the conductor.  See attached release for details.
Lower Ticket Prices
Also next season, TFO is introducing an initiative to open the orchestra to a broader audience by lowering ticket prices.  TFO Board Chair Thomas H. Farquhar said, “We are embracing our mission to serve more people in the Tampa Bay region.  Live symphonic music contributes to the quality of life and should be available to everyone in the community.   We want to share the joy and excitement of a live orchestral performance with as many people as possible.  Now that tickets are more affordable, even more people will be able to attend a Florida Orchestra concert at one of our area’s performing arts centers.”  
Beginning with the 2011/12 season opening in October, ticket prices will range from $15 to $45, which is a significant reduction from the current range of $20 to $67 for the Masterworks and Raymond James Pops series tickets.  Within this new price structure, buying concert tickets will be easier than ever.  Over half of all tickets will be available at $30 or less, and student tickets will continue to be priced at $10.  Prices for the orchestra’s Coffee Series are currently priced below $45 and will remain affordable under this plan.   Buyers who may have believed a ticket to the symphony was beyond their reach, will now find prices that begin to compete with the cost of going out to a movie.    
TFO offers a variety of season ticket packages.  The Masterworks Series can be purchased in a full package of all 14 concerts, or in packages of 10, 7 or 5 concerts.  The Raymond James Pops series package includes all 8 concerts, and the Coffee Concert series is offered as a package of 7 concerts in St. Petersburg and 3 concerts in Clearwater.  TFO is also introducing a “Compose Your Own” series allowing patrons to purchase an unlimited number of concerts – mixing and matching any series – for just $25 per ticket.   Subscription packages are now available, and single tickets to individual concerts go on sale in August.  For more information visit www.floridaorchestra.org or call the ticket center at 1-800-662-7286.
# # #
In addition to the 14-concert Masterworks series, The Florida Orchestra presents an 8-concert Raymond James Pops series.  Both are performed in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Clearwater.  There is also the 7-concert Coffee Concert series in St. Petersburg and a new 3-concert Coffee Concert series in Clearwater on the 2010/11 season. 
 In addition, there are a variety of free Pops in the Parks Concerts performed in parks around the Tampa Bay area
and the Progress Energy Youth Concerts reaching thousands of 4th and 5th graders annually.

