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The Florida Orchestra
Announces 2011/2012 Masterworks Series
Featuring Lower Ticket Prices
An addendum to this news release contains a complete outline of all Masterworks series conductors, guest artists, composers, music, dates, times, and theaters.  In addition to the full 14-concert Imperial package, smaller packages are available: Intermezzo (10 concerts), 
Ovation (7 concerts), Fanfare (7 concerts) and Discovery (5 concerts).
ST. PETERSBURG, FL -- The Florida Orchestra (TFO) announced the programming today for its 2011/2012 Masterworks series under the leadership of Music Director Stefan Sanderling.    Sanderling said,
“We have another wonderfully exciting and diverse musical offering for the upcoming season.   Among some of concertgoers’ favorites, we will perform Orff’s Camina Burana, Beethoven’s Violin Concerto, Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21, Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition, Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2.   And of course, we will have an extraordinary selection of  symphonies, including Beethoven’s Eroica Symphony, Schumann’s Symphony No. 1, Bruckner’s Symphony No. 3, Brahms’ Symphony No. 4, Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 6 and Mahler’s Symphony No. 7.
In addition to the joy I feel in sharing great music with our audiences, I am also very pleased that we have lowered our prices for next season to make it more inviting than ever for everyone in the community to enjoy our orchestra.”

Orchestra Lowers Ticket Prices:
TFO Board Chair Thomas H. Farquhar said, “We are embracing our mission to serve more people in the Tampa Bay region.  Live symphonic music contributes to the quality of life and should be available to everyone in the community.   We want to share the joy and excitement of live orchestral performances with as many people in Tampa Bay as possible.  Now that tickets are more affordable, even more people will be able to attend a Florida Orchestra concert at one of our area’s performing arts centers.”  

Beginning with the 2011/12 season opening in October, ticket prices will be $15, $30 and $45, compared to the current season’s price range of $20 to $67 for the Masterworks and Raymond James Pops series tickets.  Within this new price structure, buying concert tickets will be easier than ever.  Over half of all tickets will be available for $30 or less, and student tickets will continue to be priced at $10.  Ticket prices for the orchestra’s Coffee Series are currently priced below $45 and will remain affordable under this plan.   
With concerts in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Clearwater, the Masterworks series is available in packages of 14, 10, 7 and 5 pre-selected concerts.  Series packages start as low as $ 150 for the 5-concert Discovery series.  Among the various subscriber benefits are free flexible ticket exchanges, a bonus concert, prime seat locations and a free friend voucher to invite a guest.
Subscriptions packages are now on sale with single tickets for individual concerts going on sale on August 15.  For information on the 2011/2012 season, call the TFO Ticket Center at 727.892.3337 or 1.800.662.7286 Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. or Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., or on line at www.floridaorchestra.org.
Conductors: 
Florida Orchestra Music Director Stefan Sanderling conducts ten of the fourteen Masterworks programs.   Markus Huber returns to conduct the orchestra for the season-opening Masterworks concerts this October in a program featuring Orff’s Carmina Burana  in collaboration with The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay and the Tampa Bay Children’s Chorus.  The program also includes Mozart’s Abduction From The Seraglio Overture and Haydn’s Symphony No. 100, Military.  Also returning is renowned conductor Günther Herbig for Brahms’ Symphony No. 4 and Hummels’ Trumpet Concerto with TFO Principal Trumpet, Robert Smith, as soloist.  Enrique Pérez Mesa, the music director of the La Orquesta Sinfónica Nacional de Cuba (National Symphonic Orchestra of Cuba), will make his TFO conducting debut with Florida Orchestra Principal Timpanist John Bannon as the soloist in James Lewis’ Cuban-inspired Cubanitis for solo timpani and orchestra.   The program also includes Cuban composers Carlos Fariñas’ Penthesilea and Guido López-Gavilán’s Ritmotiv, Mexican José Pablo Moncayo’s Huapango and Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 1, Classical.
Music Director Stefan Sanderling:
Stefan Sanderling has swiftly emerged as one of the leading German conductors of his generation.  Since the beginning of the 2003/04 season, he has simultaneously occupied the positions of music director of The Florida Orchestra and principal conductor and artistic advisor of the Toledo Symphony Orchestra.   He also served as the music director of the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra from 2007 to 2010. 
As one of the youngest chief conductors in Germany, Sanderling first held this position at the Brandenburgische Philharmonie and the Potsdam Opera in 1990. After five years, he then went on to become music director and chief conductor of the Philharmonic Orchestra and Staatstheater in Mainz until 2001. Between 1997 and 2004, he has also served as music director of the Orchestre de Bretagne in France.

Sanderling was born in East Berlin in 1964, the son of legendary conductor Kurt Sanderling. He studied musicology at the University of Halle and conducting at the conservatory in Leipzig before leaving East Germany to continue his studies in Los Angeles at the University of Southern California.

After the fall of the iron curtain, he returned to his native Germany where his career ascended rapidly. Sanderling has conducted the London Philharmonic, Philharmonia Orchestra, London Symphony, Royal Philharmonic, Scottish Chamber Orchestra, Bournemouth Symphony, Rotterdam Philharmonic, Vienna Radio Symphony, NTO (Vienna), Mozarteum Orchestra (Salzburg), Prague Symphony, Staatskapelle Dresden, Berliner Staatskapelle, NDR Symphony Orchestra Hamburg, Bamberg Symphony, Berliner Sinfonie Orchester and St. Petersburg Philharmonic. He has also guest conducted at the Deutsche Oper Berlin and the Komische Oper Berlin. He made his debuts in Australia with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra and in Japan with the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. His highly successful debut with the NHK Symphony of Tokyo has since resulted in regular appearances with this orchestra in Tokyo and throughout Japan.

Since his North American debut at the 1989 Tanglewood Summer Music Festival, he has led such prestigious North American orchestras as the Los Angeles Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony, Saint Louis Symphony, Montreal Symphony, Toronto Symphony, Detroit Symphony, Baltimore Symphony, Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, Houston Symphony, and the orchestras of Indianapolis, Vancouver, Colorado, Salt Lake City and Ottawa, to name only a few.

Sanderling made his first recording on the Sony Classics label with the London Symphony Orchestra. Three CDs with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra have recently been released featuring symphonies by Haydn and Mendelssohn. He has recorded the complete Tchaikovsky Orchestral Suites and Stravinsky's ballet Pulcinella on the Naxos label and has also completed several discs of works by the French composers Gretry, Gossec and Mehul and Ladmirault on the ASV and Arion label. His most recent recording, symphonies and tone poems by Honegger, has been released on Naxos.
Guest Artists:
Of the five pianists scheduled for 2011/2012, three of them will be making their TFO debuts:  Austrian Cornelia Herrmann in Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21 C Major, K.467; Ukrainian-born Valentina Lisitsa in Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2; and Croatian Martina Filjak in Ravel’s Piano Concerto in G Major.  Returning pianists include German Markus Groh in Bartok’s Piano Concerto No. 2 and American James Tocco, making a unique premiere of Eduard Franck’s Piano Concerto No. 1 in D minor, based on  manuscripts of the original music provided for these performances by the heirs of Franck.  American violinist Stefan Jackiw makes his TFO debut with Beethoven’s Violin Concerto.   American vocal soloists in return engagements include soprano Indra Thomas in Barber’s Knoxville: Summer of 1915, and baritone Leon Williams in Delius’ Sea Drift and Appalachia: Variations on an Old Slave Song.   TFO Principal Timpanist John Bannon will perform James Lewis’ Cubanitis for solo timpani and orchestra, which was written for him by Lewis and premiered by Bannon with The Florida Orchestra on the 1997/1998 season.  TFO Principal Trumpet Robert Smith will perform Hummel’s Trumpet Concerto.
The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay:
Under the leadership of Music and Artistic Director James Bass, The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay will join TFO for two masterworks programs: one with Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana and a second with Frederick Delius’ Sea Drift and Appalachia: Variations on an Old Slave Song and Beethoven’s Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage.  A highly select, 130-voice, all-volunteer chorus of singers from the entire Tampa Bay area, The Master Chorale has performed and premiered many symphonic choral works under the direction of Stefan Sanderling, Jahja Ling, Robert Shaw, John Nelson, Julius Rudel, Founding Music Director Emeritus Robert Summer and Jo-Michael Schiebe.  The chorale has also performed abroad at London’s Westminster Cathedral and King’s College Chapel in Cambridge, among other locales.  Designated in 1989 as the principal chorus of TFO, some of its most recent performances with the orchestra include Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, Dvorak’s Requiem, Schubert’s Mass No. 6, Faure’s Requiem, Orff’s Carmina Burana, Verdi’s Requiem, Mahler’s Symphony No. 2, Resurrection, Mahler’s Symphony No. 3, Mendelssohn’s Elijah and Haydn’s The Creation.
Florida Orchestra Premieres:
Striving to present audiences with a varied mix of classical programs, next season’s Masterworks series includes eleven TFO premieres:  Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 6, Haydn’s La fedelta premiata overture, Delius’ Sea Drift, Delius’ Appalachia: Variations on an Old Slave Song, Bartok’s Divertimento, Bartok’s Rumanian Folk Dances (string orchestra version), Bach’s Orchestral Suite No. 4, Eduard Franck’s Piano Concerto No. 1 in D minor, Op. 13, Lortzing’s Der Waffenschmied: Overture, the prelude from Carlos Fariñas’ Penthesilea and Guido López-Gavilán’s Ritmotiv.
1.Opening Night: Carmina Burana - Oct. 14, 15 & 16
Music Director of Opera Pforzheim in Germany, Markus Huber returns to conduct The Florida Orchestra with The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay and the Tampa Bay Children’s Chorus in Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana on a program that includes Mozart’s  Abduction from the Seraglio Overture and Haydn’s Symphony No. 100, Military.

Markus Huber’s guest conducting appearances include The Philadelphia Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, ORF-Symphonieorchester and Saarländischer Rundfunk, among others.  He began his conducting career as répétiteur and conductor at the Landestheater Detmold. One year later, Huber held the same position as well as that of the second chorus director at Opernhaus Chemnitz , where he was appointed principal conductor of the Collegium Instrumentale Chemnitz in 1999. Since then, he has served as the principal guest conductor of the Bulgarian Chamber Orchestra, and principal conductor of Westsächsisches Sinfonieorchester Leipzig.   In 2008, Markus Huber was appointed as the music director of Opera Pforzheim.Markus Huber took the stand at many renowned orchestras, such as the Philadelphia Orchestra, the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra, ORF-Symphonieorchester and Saarländischer Rundfunk, among others. In 1999, he won the second prize of the international conducting competition "Boris Perrenoud" in Vienna. (A first prize was not awarded). Between 1998 and 2001, he taught art song interpretation at the international summer course "Aristoxenos" in Greece. Furthermore, he accompanied solo recitals of Edith Wiens, Josef Protschka, Boris Statsenko und Thomas Mähthger.   Huber made his TFO conducting debut on the 2006/07 season with Howard Shore’s The Lord of the Rings Symphony.
2. Mahler’s Symphony No. 7 – Oct. 29 & 30
Stefan Sanderling conducts The Florida Orchestra in Mahler’s Symphony No. 7, which was last performed on the orchestra’s 2000/2001 season.
3. Beethoven’s Violin Concerto - Nov.  11, 12 & 13
With comparisons to “a Perlman or Stern in his early years” by The Washington Post, American violinist Stefan Jackiw joins the orchestra to perform Beethoven’s Violin Concerto on a program which includes the TFO premiere of Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 6.  Stefan Sanderling conducts.
In 2000, while still a teenager, violinist Stefan Jackiw made his European debut in London playing Mendelssohn’s  Violin Concerto with the Philharmonia Orchestra under Benjamin Zander.  His performance was featured on the front page of London’s Times, and the international violin publication, The Strad, reported, “A 14-year-old violinist took the London music world by storm.”  Since then Jackiw has performed with the Boston Symphony, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, Chicago Symphony, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Cleveland Orchestra, Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin, New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, Toronto Symphony, San Francisco Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony and Cincinnati Symphony, among others.  He has also toured the United States with the Russian National Orchestra and is touring Europe and Asia in 2011 with the London Philharmonic.

The recipient of the prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant in 2002, Jackiw holds a Bachelor of Arts from Harvard University, as well as an Artist Diploma from the New England Conservatory.
4.  Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21  – Dec. 2, 3 & 4
With Stefan Sanderling on the podium, Austrian pianist Cornelia Herrmann performs Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21 in C Major, K.467, which has also been popularly referred to as the “Elvira Madigan,” due to the second movement of this concerto being prominently featured as part of the soundtrack of the 1967 Swedish film Elvira Madigan.   The program opens with Haydn’s La fedelta premiata overture and concludes with Bruckner’s Symphony No. 3.
Austrian pianist Cornelia Herrmann was the youngest finalist and winner of the 1996 International J. S. Bach Competition in Leipzig.  Other honors include a special award at the 1999 International Mozart Competition in Salzburg and the major Sponsorship Prize from the Hildegard Maschmann Foundation in 2001.  Her many concerts have included the Salzburg Festival, Camerata Salzburg with Sir Roger Norrington, NHK Symphony Orchestra under James Judd,  Salzburg Mozarteum Orchestra under John Axelrod,  Tyrolean Symphony Orchestra under Sir Neville Marriner.  She has also performed in such prestigious venues as the Zurich Tonhalle, Victoria Hall in Geneva, Large Festival Hall in Salzburg, Brucknerhaus in Linz, Museum of Art in Tel Aviv, Suntory Hall in Tokyo, Vienna Musikverein and Vienna Konzerthaus.  Born into a family of musicians in Salzburg, Cornelia Herrmann studied with Imre Rohmann in Salzburg, Noel Flores in Vienna and Ferenc Rados in Budapest, and drew further inspiration from master classes with Alexander Lonquich, Murray Perahia, András Schiff and others.

5. Celebrate Delius – Jan. 7 & 8
Baritone Leon Williams and The Master Chorale of Tampa Bay join Stefan Sanderling and the orchestra for two TFO debuts by English composer Frederick Delius: Sea Drift and Appalachia: Variations on an Old Slave Song.  The concert opens with Beethoven’s Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage and closes with Copland’s Lincoln Portrait.
Hailed by The Houston Chronicle as a “splendid soloist” and The Honolulu Star-Bulletin “as powerful as the entire chorus,” American baritone Leon Williams enjoys a fine reputation on several continents for his distinctive voice, charismatic personality and superb musicianship.  His repertoire covers art song, opera, Broadway and spirituals.  A sampling of his performances includes Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Orff’s Carmina Burana , Britten’s War Requiem, Vaughan-Williams’ A Sea Symphony, Walton's Belshazzar's Feast, Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd, Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte, Puccini's La Boheme , and Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess.  He has performed Fauré’s Requiem with Raymond Leppard and the Kansas City Symphony, Weill’s Lindberghflug with Dennis Russell Davies and the American Composers Orchestra, Mahler’s Rückertlieder with Christoph Eschenbach at Japan’s Sapporo Festival, Mozart’s Requiem with Joseph Flummerfelt at the Westminster Festival and Beethoven’s Mass in C at France’s Colmar Festival, among many other engagements.  The winner of top prizes at the Naumburg, Joy-in-Singing and Lola Wilson Hayes competitions, Williams’ most recent performances with The Florida Orchestra include Mendelssohn’s Elijah on the 2009/2010 season and Haydn’s The Creation on the 2010/2011 season.
6. Pictures at an Exhibition - Jan. 13, 14 & 15
Stefan Sanderling conducts this program of musical works inspired by paintings by a diverse group of artists:  Botticelli for Respighi’s Trittico Botticelliano, Matthias Grunewald for Hindemith’s Mathis der Maler and Victor Hartmann for Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition as orchestrated by Ravel.   Of this concert, Stefan Sanderling said, “The Florida Orchestra recently performed a concert to celebrate the opening of the new Salvador Dali Museum, and this program is, in part, an affirmation of the many wonderful art museums and art collections we have in Tampa Bay.”
7. Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake Suite – Jan. 28 & 29 
German pianist Markus Groh returns to the stage with The Florida Orchestra to perform Bartok’s Piano Concerto No. 2 on a program conducted by Stefan Sanderling which includes Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake Suite and the TFO premiere of Bartok’s Divertimento.
German-born pianist Markus Groh has established himself as one of the most versatile pianists of his generation after having won the First Prize in the 1995 Queen Elisabeth Competition in Belgium.  His worldwide concert activities include performances with The Cleveland Orchestra, London Symphony, New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, National Symphony Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, New Japan Philharmonic and St. Petersburg Philharmonic under such distinguished conductors as Ivan Fischer, Neeme Jaervi, Fabio Luisi, Kent Nagano, Jonathan Nott and David Robertson. Groh’s solo recitals have taken place in the principal halls of Amsterdam, Athens, Berlin, Brussels, Frankfurt, London, Munich, New York, Tokyo, Toronto, Vancouver, Vienna, Washington D.C. and Zurich. As a recording artist, Groh’s first solo recording for SACD, featuring Franz Liszt’s Sonata in B minor, The Fantasy and Fugue on B-A-C-H and the Totentanz, received outstanding reviews as well as such critics’ awards as "Editor's Choice" from Gramophone Magazine in the U.K., "Recording of the month" from Musicweb International in the U.S., "Supersonic Award" from Pizzicato in Brussels, and "6 of 6 Points" from Piano News in Germany.
8. Vivaldi’s Four Seasons – Feb. 3 & 5
In the tradition of a chamber orchestra performance with the concertmaster giving direction to the orchestra musicians in lieu of having a conductor on the podium, this program of more intimate repertoire features Vivaldi’s ever-popular Four Seasons, together with the string orchestra version of Bartok’s Rumanian Folk Dances and the TFO premiere of Bach’s Orchestral Suite No. 4.   Concertmaster Jeffrey Multer serves as leader for these performances.
Appointed as concertmaster of TFO during the 2005/06 season, Jeffrey Multer also serves as first violinist of the critically acclaimed Elements Quartet, whose New York series was named Best Classical Music Event of 2003 by The Washington Post.  He has also appeared as soloist and recitalist at Lincoln Center in New York, the Mozarteum in Salzburg, the Rudolphinium in Prague, and the Kennedy Center and the National Gallery in Washington, DC.  Among his chamber music activities, Multer frequently appears with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra. He has served as first violinist of the Oxford String Quartet and as a member of Leon Fleisher’s Kennedy Center Theater Chamber Players.   Recent soloist performances with TFO by Jeffrey Multer have included Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto on the 2010/11 season, Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto on the 2009/10 season, Berg’s Violin Concerto on the 2008/09 season, and Mozart’s Violin Concerto No. 5 and Mozart’s Duo Concertante for violin and viola with violist Scott Yoo on the 2006/07 season.
9. Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2 - Feb. 17, 18 &19
Called “a gigantic talent” by The Baltimore Sun, Ukrainian-born pianist Valentina Lisitsa performs Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2 on a program with Nielsen’s Helios Overture and Sibelius’ Symphony No. 1.  Stefan Sanderling conducts.

Lauded by The Chicago Tribune for her “jaw-dropping performance” and by the Miami Herald for her “blazing virtuosity,” Valentina Lisitsa has been receiving rave reviews since making her Mostly Mozart Festival debut at Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall.  Her repertoire ranges from Bach and Mozart to Shostakovich and Bernstein and includes more than forty concerti.  Recent performances have included the Seattle Symphony, Rotterdam Philharmonic, Pittsburgh Symphony and Chicago Symphony, as well as tours with the National Philharmonic of Russia, Warsaw Philharmonic, Sao Paolo Symphony, New Zealand Symphony and Prague Chamber Orchestra.  An avid chamber music player, she has performed with Lynn Harrell, Jimmy Lin, Roberto Diaz, Ida Haendel and Hilary Hahn, among others.  She has several CDs on the Audiofon label and three independently released DVDs, including her best-selling set of Chopin's 24 Etudes.  She has also just recorded the complete concerti of Rachmaninoff and Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini with the London Symphony Orchestra under Michael Francis, which will be released in 2011.
10. Voices of Spring – Mar. 17 & 18
Stefan Sanderling and the orchestra share the stage with soprano Indra Thomas in Samuel Barber’s Knoxville: Summer of 1915 on a program of spring-themed works, including Aaron Copland’s Appalachian Spring (13-player version), and Robert Schumann’s Symphony No. 1, Spring.

One of the most sought-after sopranos in the world today, Indra Thomas has performed in many of the world's major opera houses.  Recent performances include debuts at the Hamburgische Staatsoper and the New National Theatre in Tokyo as Amelia in Un Ballo in Maschera, the Porgy and Bess Suite with the Gewandhaus Orchestra, and Poème de l'amour et de la mer at the Théâtre de Champs Élysées.   Among her career highlights are Aida at the Chorégies, Orange, Lyric Opera of Chicago, and Michigan Opera Theatre..., Tippett's A Child of Our Time, which served as her debut with the Boston Symphony and at the Proms in London, and her debuts with the New York Philharmonic in the Porgy and Bess Suite, the Philadelphia Orchestra in Knoxville: Summer of 1915, and the Metropolitan Opera as Liu in Turandot. Of further note is her first performance of Luisa Miller with the Washington Concert Opera, Imogene in Il Pirata and Desdemona in Verdi's Otello at the Caramoor Festival, and Elisabeth in Don Carlos with Boston Lyric Opera and Minnesota Opera.  

Thomas made her professional debut in Verdi’s Requiem at Carnegie Hall with the New York Choral Society.  She has recorded a CD for National Public Radio and is featured on A Night at the Opera on Naxos.  While still in her teens, she sang What a Friend We Have in Jesus in the funeral scene of the Academy Award-winning film Driving Miss Daisy.
11. Brahms’ Symphony No. 4 – Apr. 13, 14 & 15
Internationally renowned conductor Günther Herbig returns to conduct the orchestra in a program featuring Principal Trumpet Robert Smith in Hummel’s Trumpet Concerto and Brahms’ Symphony No. 4 (additional programming to be announced).  
Herbig left behind the challenging political environment of East Germany and moved to the United States in 1984, where he has since conducted all of the top-tier orchestras, including the New York Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, The Cleveland Orchestra, Philadelphia Orchestra and the Chicago, Boston, and San Francisco symphony orchestras.  Posts he has held include music director of both the Detroit Symphony and the Toronto Symphony, guest conductor of both the Dallas Symphony and the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, and general music director of both the Dresden Philharmonic Orchestra and Berlin Symphony Orchestra. Key figures in his musical training include Herman Abendroth, Hermann Scherchen and Herbert von Karajan.  He has recorded over 100 works with a variety of East German orchestras, Toronto Symphony, Orchestre de Paris, BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and others.  England’s Manchester Evening News calls Herbig “one of the greats,” adding “Herbig...brings life and distinction to everything he touches...”  Herbig made his TFO conducting debut on the 2007/2008 season in a program of Mozart’s Symphony No. 41, Jupiter and Sibelius’ Symphony No. 1.  He last conducted TFO in Schubert’s Symphony No. 5 and Brahms’ Symphony No. 2 on the 2009/10 season.
Principal Trumpet Robert Smith joined The Florida Orchestra in 1984. He attended Northwestern University and was a fellow at Tanglewood and the Berkshire Music Festival. He has performed with the Dallas Symphony, New Zealand Symphony, Singapore Symphony, Florida Philharmonic Orchestra, and San Francisco Symphony.  In addition, he is a member of The Florida Orchestra Brass Quintet.  His teaching experience includes The University of Tampa and the University of South Florida. 
12.  A Musical Feast  – Apr. 27, 28 & 29
Pianist James Tocco performs what may be the a United States premiere of Eduard Franck’s Piano Concerto No. 1 in D minor, Op. 13 with The Florida Orchestra, thanks to a collaboration with the heirs of the 19th Century German composer, who are providing manuscripts of the work to produce the orchestral parts for these performances.   Stefan Sanderling conducts this program of spirited and light German works, which includes the prelude to Wagner’s Die Meistersinger and overtures from Weber’s Oberon, Mendelssohn’s Midsummer Night’s Dream, Nicolai’s The Merry Wives of Windsor and Lortzing’s Der Waffenschmied,  the last being a TFO premiere.
James Tocco has an international career as a soloist with orchestra, recitalist, recording artist, chamber music performer and pedagogue.  He has toured the globe performing at such renowned music festivals as Blossom, Salzburg, Wolf Trap, Ravinia, Spoleto (USA) and Mostly Mozart, among many others.  He has been a featured soloist with major orchestras around the world under the batons of such respected conductors as Marin Alsop, David Atherton, Esa-Pekka Solonen, Jesús Lopez-Cobos, Andrew Litton, Yoav Talmi, Robert Shaw, Yoel Levi, Zdenek Macal, Gerard Schwarz, Raymond Leppard, David Zinman, Lukas Foss, Georges Prêtre, Neeme Järvi, James DePreist, Hugh Wolff, Wolfgang Sawallisch, Leonard Slatkin, John Nelson, Christoph Eschenbach, Christoph Hostein, and Christoph von Dohnányi.   In addition to his extensive discography on such diverse labels as Sony Classical, Pro Arte, ECM, Gasparo and Deutsche Harmonia Mundi, Tocco is eminent scholar and artist in residence at the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, and the artistic director of the Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival.
13. Rhythms of Cuba - May 11, 12 & 13

In a markedly Latin flavored program, Music Director of La Orquesta  Sinfónica Nacional de Cuba, Enrique Pérez Mesa, makes his TFO conducting debut with Florida Orchestra Principal Timpanist John Bannon as the soloist in James Lewis’ Cuban-inspired Cubanitis for solo timpani and orchestra.   The program includes two TFO premieres by Cuban composers:  Carlos Fariñas’ Penthesilea: Preludio and Guido López-Gavilán’s Ritmotiv.  Also on the program is Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 1, Classical, whose spirited balletic nature seems to be a perfect complement to the brisk dance rhythms of Mexican  José Pablo Moncayo’s Huapango, which is consider as Mexico’s second national anthem. 
Born in Matanzas, Enrique Pérez Mesa is one of Cuba’s most recognized conductors internationally.  He is the music director of La Orquesta Sinfónica Nacional de Cuba and general director of La Orquesta Sinfónica de Matanzas.  His career as orchestral conductor began in 1991 working with the Symphony Orchestra of Matanzas, where he developed his conducting craft with Maestra Helena Herrera, participating in both national and international tours.  In December of 2002, he was named adjunct director of La Orquesta Sinfónica Nacional de Cuba by Maestro Leo Brouwer.   At that time, he also began to regularly conduct performances of the National Opera and was appointed as the musical director of the National Ballet Orchestra of Cuba.  In that capacity, he began working with the internationally renowned Prima Ballerina Alicia Alonso on such major productions as The Nutcracker, Copellia, Swan Lake, Don Quijote and Carmen, as well as the world premiere of Ballet Tula with music by Juan Piñera and choreography by Alicia Alonso.  His conducting engagements outside of Cuba have included concerts in Spain, Italy, Austria, France, Brazil, Mexico, Columbia, Chile, Ecuador, Venezuela and Costa Rica, working both with internationally renowned classical artists as well as a variety of important Cuban and international popular artists.  He has recorded music for Cuban and Spanish films and has a varied discography, which includes the Grammy nominated Salmo de las Américas by José María Vitier, piano concertos by Spanish composers, Canciones de Buen Amor, Expedición with singer-song writer Silvio Rodríguez, the Cuban recording premiere of Villa-Lobos’ five piano concertos with Cuban pianist Frank Fernández, which won the 2007 Cubadisco Grand Prize; and Ballet “Dionae” by Cuban composer Eduardo Sánchez de Fuentes.
John Bannon has been the principal timpanist with The Florida Orchestra since 1988. He has served in the same position with the Anchorage Symphony, Oklahoma Symphony, Orquesta Sinfónica de Minería in Mexico City, Honolulu Symphony and Colorado Music Festival.  In addition, he was a percussionist with the Florida Gulf Coast Symphony from 1973 to 1978. He also conducts the band and orchestra and teaches conducting at St. Petersburg College.  During the summer, he coaches chamber music and teaches percussion at the Kinhaven Music School in Vermont. 

He received his early musical training in the public schools in Anchorage, Alaska and in St. Petersburg, where he graduated from Northeast High School.  He earned degrees in percussion performance from the University of South Florida (B.A.), the University of Michigan (M.M.), and in Instrumental Conducting from the University of Miami (D.M.A.).  He studied timpani and percussion with Saul Goodman, Robert McCormick, Charles Owen, Salvatore Rabbio, and Cloyd Duff. 
14. Beethoven’s Eroica - May 25 & 26
Acclaimed by The New York Times as “brilliant, sensitive and imaginative,” Croatian pianist Martina Filjak makes her TFO debut performing Ravel’s Piano Concerto in G Major on a program with Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3, Eroica and Chabrier’s Habanera.  Stefan Sanderling conducts.

Pianist Martina Filjak made her orchestral debut at the age of 12 in her native Croatia with the renowned Zagreb Soloists Chamber Orchestra, and since then has gone on to perform with major orchestras of her home country and abroad.  Among these are The Cleveland Orchestra, Deutsche Radio Philharmonie and Chautauqua Symphony, as well as the Zagreb, Strasbourg, Morocco, Belgrade and Torino philharmonics; the Bilbao, Zagreb, Croatian, Moscow, Tenerife, Vallès and Barcelona symphony orchestras; and the Croatian Chamber Orchestra and the Chamber Orchestra of South Africa.  

In addition to winning first place at the 2009 Cleveland International Piano Competition, she has also won top prizes at the 2008 Maria Canals International Piano Competition in Spain, 2008 Unisa International Piano Competition in South Africa, 2007 International Viotti Piano Competition in Italy, 2007 Busoni Competition in Italy, and the 2001 International Johannes Brahms Competition.  In 2009, she was awarded an Honorary Medal by the President of the Republic of Croatia for her artistic achievements.  Born in Zagreb and raised in a family of pianists, Martina Filjak is a graduate of the Music Academy of Zagreb and the Vienna Conservatory.
Pre-Concert Conversations
All of the Masterworks concerts offer pre-concert conversations in each hall beginning one hour before curtain time.  To provide audience members with a more enjoyable concert experience, Music Director Stefan Sanderling and other musical guests talk about the personalities and circumstances behind the music as well as share fun and informative insights and anecdotes related to each program.
# # #
NOTE:  Photographs, biographies and press reviews of guest artists are available upon request. 

All programs, halls, dates and artists are subject to change.  

In addition to the 14-concert Masterworks series, The Florida Orchestra presents an 8-concert Raymond James Pops series, which is also performed in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Clearwater.  The orchestra also performs a 7-concert Coffee Concert series in St. Petersburg and a 3-concert Coffee Concert series in Clearwater.  Furthermore, there are a variety of free Pops in the Parks concerts performed in parks around the Tampa Bay area and the Progress Energy Youth Concerts program reaching thousands of 4th and 5th graders annually.
