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The Florida Orchestra
Kicks Off Musical Instrument and Accessory Donation Drive

For Music Students at Conservatory in Havana
As Part of the Orchestra’s Multi-Year Cultural Exchange with Cuba
ST. PETERSBURG, FL – As part of The Florida Orchestra’s recently announced multi-year cultural exchange with Cuba, it has initiated a donation drive to collect musical instruments and accessories to take to Havana for the 300-plus students enrolled in the Amadeo Roldán Conservatory in Havana.   The orchestra’s five principal wind musicians, who will be giving master classes at the conservatory and performing in Havana during the last week of September, will be taking the donated instruments and accessories with them.  Bay News 9 and the two Tampa Bay area Sam Ash Music Stores are supporting this project.
Music Director Stefan Sanderling said, “Having a cultural and musical exchange with Cuba has been a dream of mine for a number of years.   In addition to my concerts there with the National Symphony Orchestra of Cuba and their music director coming here to conduct our orchestra, a real exchange means touching the lives of young musicians and encouraging them.   Although we will be offering master classes at the conservatory, on a more fundamental level we would like to show our appreciation for the enthusiasm and talent of their students by bringing instruments and accessories that can always be a challenge to obtain at such early stages of a musical career.  So, we are inviting our community to join us in making these types of donations for the conservatory.”

Orchestra Board Chair Tom Farquhar added, “The Florida Orchestra is accepting donations of well maintained student instruments or professional instruments in good working order, as well as a variety of needed string and wind instrument accessories for the conservatory.  These include violin and viola shoulder rests; strings and bow hair for violins, violas, cellos and double basses; strings for classical guitars; reeds for soprano, alto and baritone saxophones;  reeds for oboes and bassoons;  and bocals for bassoons, the metal tubes that hold the instrument’s double reed.  The local area Sam Ash Music Stores have joined us as partners to assist members of the community in purchasing accessories that they may wish to donate.”
Paul Ash of Sam Ash Music Stores said, “We are pleased to help with this worthy project, not only by offering a convenient location to drop off donated instruments, but we will be assisting the orchestra with maintenance and repairs on the instruments to make sure they are ready for the students to play them when they arrive in Havana.  Furthermore, for those wishing to donate accessories, we can help them with those purchases, which we will provide at a discount, hoping this encourages more people to participate.”
Cultural Exchange with Cuba taskforce Chair Jose Valiente added, “Although we are not taking the instruments and accessories to Cuba until late September, there is an urgency of getting the majority of the donations collected by mid July.  The reason for this is that there are procedures and paperwork that need to be filed, in both the U.S. and in Cuba, that will allow us to bring these items and donate them to the conservatory in Havana.  This is hopefully just the first installment for taking donated items, and we hope to take more on future visits as part of our multi-year cultural exchange with Cuba.”

Donated instruments can be taken to The Florida Orchestra’s administrative offices in downtown St. Petersburg in the St. Petersburg College building at 244 2nd Avenue North, Suite 420 or to either of the two Bay area Sam Ash Music Stores: 13133 North Dale Mabry Highway in Tampa or 923 McMullen Booth Road in Clearwater.   For further information about the instrument and accessory drive, please call The Florida Orchestra at 727/362-5465.
# # #
The Florida Orchestra presents the 14-concert St. Petersburg Times Masterworks Series and the 8-concert Raymond James Pops Series, both of which are performed in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Clearwater. It also has a 7-concert Coffee Concert series in St. Petersburg, a 3-concert Coffee Concert series in Clearwater and a new 3-concert Morning Masterworks series in St. Petersburg, as well as a variety of free Pops in the Park concerts performed in parks around the Tampa Bay area, and the Progress Energy Youth Concerts reaching thousands of 4th and 5th graders annually.

