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The Florida Orchestra
2011/2012 Coffee Concert Series
In St. Petersburg and Clearwater

With New Conductor Stuart Malina

ST. PETERSBURG, FL -- The Florida Orchestra (TFO) announced that Tony Award winner Stuart Malina will be the new Coffee Series Conductor for its 2011/2012 morning Coffee Concert series in St. Petersburg and in Clearwater, following the departure of Alastair Willis, who has led this series for the past three seasons.   Upon accepting this position, Stuart Malina said, "I'm extremely excited to be conducting the Coffee Concert series with The Florida Orchestra this upcoming year.  I enjoy making music with this wonderful orchestra, and I'm looking forward to getting to know the audience better in this unique series of concerts."    
Malina, who has served as music director and conductor of the Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra since 2000, has a diverse musical background covering masterworks and pops symphonic music, opera and Broadway, as well as being an orchestral arranger and concert pianist.  In fact, Malina will be the soloist in Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue on the Celebrate Broadway Coffee Concert in April 2012.  He will also conduct two concerts on the 2011/2012 Raymond James Pops series:  Rock On Broadway in March and American Songbook Encore in April, 2012.
The orchestra offers a seven-concert series of familiar symphonic favorites at the Progress Energy Center for the Arts - Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg on Thursday mornings at 11 a.m., as well as a three-concert series at Ruth Eckerd Hall in Clearwater on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m..  The Clearwater series is presented by the Herman Forbes Charitable Trust.  
Programming for the Coffee Concerts covers musical highlights from major symphonies, opera, Broadway, film and ballet: Bernstein’s West Side Story and On the Town, Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons, Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5, Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4, Haydn’s Symphony No. 94 (Surprise), Lloyd Webber’s The Phantom of the Opera and Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake, among other works. Stuart Malina will conduct six of the seven programs and Edward Abrams is the guest conductor on one program.
Relaxed Matinee Concert Setting:

Taking place in a relaxed setting with a casual format, the conductor talks to the audience about the music and the composers during the performances.  Prior to all concerts, complimentary coffee and Krispy Kreme doughnuts are served in the lobby of the hall, and pre-concert conversations by the conductor and various orchestra musicians are offered in the concert hall one hour before curtain time.  The 7-concert series in St. Petersburg starts at $134, and the 3-concert series in Clearwater starts at $58.  For more information or to purchase a series package, call The Florida Orchestra Ticket Center at 727.892.3337 or toll free at 1.800.662.7286, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  For information or to purchase tickets online, visit www.floridaorchestra.org.

Coffee Series Conductor Stuart Malina : 
In addition to being appointed as the Coffee series conductor of The Florida Orchestra, Stuart Malina has served as the music director and conductor of the Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra since 2000.  He has also served as the music director of the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra and the associate conductor of the Charleston Symphony Orchestra.   He made his Carnegie Hall debut in February of 2007, conducting the New York Pops in an all-Gershwin tribute including Rhapsody in Blue, which he conducted from the keyboard.  At the 2006 Eastern Music Festival, he conducted the world premiere of Billy Joel’s Symphonic Fantasies for Piano and Orchestra.   Prior to that, he won the prestigious TONY award for orchestration with Billy Joel for the musical Movin’ Out, which Malina helped create with director/choreographer Twyla Tharp.  He has guest conducted a variety of major orchestras, including Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Chautauqua Institution Orchestra, Detroit Symphony Orchestra, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and Kansas City Symphony, among others.  His credits also include conducting operas and Broadway works, as well as being an accomplished concert pianist who has performed throughout the Northeastern United States, the Netherlands, and with the acclaimed Piccolo Spoleto Contemporary Music Festival.   Malina holds degrees from Harvard University, the Yale School of Music, and the Curtis Institute of Music, where he studied conducting with Otto-Werner Mueller.   He studied piano with Drora and Baruch Arnon and with Keiko Sato.  Malina has conducted The Florida Orchestra in recent seasons on both the Pops in the Park and the Raymond James Pops series.
Guest Conductor Edward Abrams:
The recipient of a conducting fellowship at the New World Symphony (NWS), Edward Abrams has also served as an assistant conductor of the NWS, which was founded by Michael Tilson Thomas and is considered among the finest international orchestra academies.  In addition to conducting the NWS in Miami Beach, Washington, D.C. and Carnegie Hall, he has also conducted the Curtis Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy Center as well as the Marin Symphony and Symphony Parnassus.  In addition to Michael Tilson Thomas, Abrams studied conducting with Otto-Werner Mueller at the Curtis Institute of Music, where he was the youngest conducting student ever accepted, graduating in 2008 at the age of twenty-one.   An accomplished pianist and clarinetist, Abrams has appeared as a soloist with the San Francisco Symphony, Oakland East Bay Symphony, San Francisco Symphony Chamber Orchestra and the Berkeley Symphony and has performed chamber music with the St. Petersburg String Quartet, Menahem Pressler, Gilbert Kalish, Susan Naruki and John Adams.   Abrams most recent conducting engagement with The Florida Orchestra was for the recent Time for Three concerts on the Raymond James Pops series on the 2010/2011 season.

NOTE:  Photographs, biographies and press reviews of guest artists and conductors are available upon request.
THE FLORIDA ORCHESTRA

2011/2012 COFFEE CONCERT SERIES
Seven Concerts – November through May
Progress Energy Center for the Arts - Mahaffey Theater 
Thursday Mornings at 11 a.m. in St. Petersburg
Three Concerts – January, April & May
Ruth Eckerd Hall 

Wednesday Mornings at 10 a.m. in Clearwater

The following summary includes highlights of some of the music to be performed; additional works will be performed on each program.  Select movements or excerpts will be performed for some of the pieces listed.
 
Gotta Dance

Stuart Malina, conductor

Bernstein: Mambo from West Side Story
Dvorak: Slavonic Dances

Milhaud: Saudades de Brasil
Thu, Nov 3, 2011, at 11a.m., Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater
Jazzy Classics

Stuart Malina, conductor & piano
Gershwin: Rhapsody in Blue

Bernstein: Times Square from On the Town
Rodgers: Slaughter on Tenth Avenue
Thu, Dec 8, 2011, at 11 a.m., Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater
The Sounds of Nature

Stuart Malina, conductor

Jeffrey Multer, violin

Debussy: Clair de lune

Vivaldi:  Spring from The Four Seasons

Beethoven: Symphony No. 6, Pastorale

Wed, Jan 18, 2012, at 10 a.m., Ruth Eckerd Hall
Thu, Jan 19, 2012, at 11 a.m., Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater
Best-Loved Symphonies

Edward Abrams, conductor

Selected movements from:
Beethoven: Symphony No. 5
Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 4
Haydn: Symphony No. 94, Surprise
Thu, Feb 9, 2012, at 11 a.m., Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater
Viennese Delights

Stuart Malina, conductor

Strauss Jr: Tritsch Tratsch Polka

Mozart: The Marriage of Figaro Overture

Lehar: The Merry Widow Overture

Thu, Mar 8, 2012, at 11 a.m., Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater
Celebrate Broadway
Stuart Malina, conductor

Gershwin/Rose: Overture to Girl Crazy
Lloyd Webber: The Phantom of the Opera Selections
Sullivan: Overture to The Mikado
Wed, Apr 18, 2012, at 10 a.m., Ruth Eckerd Hall

Thu, Apr 19, 2012, at 11 a.m., Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater
Once Upon a Time
Stuart Malina, conductor

Ravel: Beauty and the Beast from Mother Goose Suite

Tchaikovsky: Waltz from Swan Lake
Williams: ET: Adventures on Earth

Wed, May 16, 2012, at 10 a.m., Ruth Eckerd Hall
Thu, May 17, 2012, at 11 a.m., Progress Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater
Dates, programs, artists and venues are subject to change.
Coffee Concert Series Subscriber Benefits

Subscribers enjoy reserved seats, free flexible ticket exchanges, a bonus concert, an invitation to a subscriber reception with orchestra musicians, a free friend voucher to invite a guest to a concert and a 10% discount on additional single tickets purchased during the season.
Complimentary Coffee and Krisp Kreme Doughnuts:

Complimentary coffee and doughnuts are served prior to the concerts.  Thanks to our sponsors Krispy Kreme and Orange Blossom Catering.

Pre-Concert Conversations
All of the Coffee Concerts offer pre-concert conversations in each hall beginning one hour before curtain time.  Join Stuart Malina with a different orchestra musician prior to each concert for a lively talk about music, composers, orchestra instruments, performance and more.
2011/2012 Coffee Series Prices:
Coffee Concert subscriptions are now on sale.  Tickets for individual concerts go on sale August 15, 2011.

Seat Sections  
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7 Concerts – St. Petersburg




$235
$190
$162
$134
3 Concerts – Clearwater




$101
$82
$70
$58

2010/2011 Coffee Single-Ticket Prices:
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Per concert






$42
$34
$29
$24
 

The Florida Orchestra Ticket Center:  727.892.3337 or 1.800.662.7286, Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., or visit www.floridaorchestra.org.
# # #
The Florida Orchestra presents a 14-concert Masterworks series and an 8-concert Raymond James Pops series, which are also performed in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Clearwater.  There is also the 7-concert Coffee Concert series in 
St. Petersburg and a 3-concert Coffee Concert series in Clearwater.  Furthermore, there are a variety of free Pops in the Parks Concerts performed in parks around the Tampa Bay area and the Progress Energy Youth Concerts program reaching thousands of 4th and 5th graders annually.


